ESSAYS ON THE GITA

Arjuna, the disciple who receives his initiation on
the battle-field, is a counterpart of this conception ; he
is the type of the struggling human soul who has not
yet received the knowledge, but has grown fit to
receive it by action in the world in a close companion-
ship and an increasing nearness to the higher and
divine Self in humanity. There is a method of
explaining the Gita in which not only this episode but
the whole Mahabharata is turned into an allegory of
the inner life and has nothing to do with our outward
human life and action, but only with the battles of
the soul and the powers that strive within us for
possession. That is a view which the general character
and the actual language of the epic does not justify
and, if pressed, would turn the straightforward philo-
sophical language of the Gita into a constant, laborious
and somewhat puerile mystification. The language of
the Veda and part at least of the Puranas is plainly
symbolic, full of figures and concrete representations
of things that lie behind the veil, but the Gita is
written in plain terms and professes to solve the great
ethical and spiritual difficulties which the life of man
raises, and it will not do to go behind this plain
language and thought and wrest them to the service of
our fancy. But there is thp much of truth in the view,
that the setting of the doctrine though not symbolical,
is certainly typical, as indeed the setting of such a
discourse as the Gita must necessarily be if it is to have
any relation at all with that which it frames. Arjuna,
as we have seen, is the representative man of a great
world-struggle and divinely-guided movement of men
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